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fuels.	The greatest energy 
consumption and growth is 









generated by hydro-electricity 
forecast to decline	from	65%	 
in	1998	to	52%	in	2020
•		Over	the	same	period,	the 


















•		To	date,	progress to meet 





Key energy trends in New Zealand










































































Figure 2: Regional primary energy consumption pattern 2005
Source:	BP














































































































































































































Figure 5: Energy production, 1970-2005
New	Zealand	is	self-sufficient	in	all	energy	forms	apart	from	oil.	40%	of	total	energy	produced	in	 
New	Zealand	comes	from	renewable	sources	–	a	higher	proportion	than	many	other	countries	–	 















Crude, NGL and feedstocks
Coal and coal products





















Regarding	the	mix	of	energy	types,	the main trend over the period 2001-2005 has been the 
decline in the use of coal	(down	by	some	14%)	and	the	increase	in	the	consumption	of	oil,	electricity	
and	renewables,	all	of	which	have	increased	by	about	11%	–	16%.	Figure	6	provides	a	breakdown	of	
consumption	by	energy	type.
Figure 6: Total consumer energy by fuel 1970-2005






































































6Figure 7: Energy use by sector in New Zealand, 1970-2005



























Petroleum products 51 (3.50%)
Natural Gas 139 (9.58%)
Geothermal 2 (0.16%)
1970 – 865 thousand tonnes oil equivalent
2005 – 1454 thousand tonnes oil equivalent
Agriculture/forestry





































































generated,	there	are	predicted	to	be	significant	changes,	with hydro-electricity expected to decline 
from 65% in 1998 to around 52% in 2020,	and	gas’s	share	from	around	20%	to	around	15%	in	
2020.	The	big	increase	will	be	electricity	generated	from	coal,	which	will	grow	from	around	5%	in	
1998	to	around	14%	in	2020.	
As	a	result	of	these	two	developments,	total CO2 emissions are projected to increase by about 






























1970 – 454 thousand tonnes oil equivalent
2005 – 1198 thousand tonnes oil equivalent
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To	ensure	that	our	members	are	able	to	provide	the	quality of advice 
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Set	in	the	context	of	the	EU’s	commitment	to	change	the	landscape	of	energy,	the	
Sustainable	Energy	Europe	Campaign	(www.sustenergy.org)	is	a	communication	platform	
which	contributes	to	the	achievement	of	EU	energy	policy	goals	and	targets	in	the	fields	 
of	renewable	energy	sources,	energy	efficiency,	clean	transport	and	alternative	fuels.	 
RICS	is	a	partner	and	media	associate	of	the	campaign.
